


CHLAMYDIA TRACHOMATIS ANTIGEN DETECTION FROM CERVIX

1987, Witkin & Ledger 1992, and Rao
et al, 1994).

This study was undertaken to detect
the possible link between active cervical
chlamydia trachomatis infection and its
rclationship to recurrent abortions.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The study was un-“~rtaken in the
department of Obstetrics and Gynaccology
and in the Department of Microbiology,
Kasturba Mcdical College, Manipal. A total
of 90 women were included in the study
of which 60 gave history of previous abortions
and 30 age matched controls without such
historv. A dctailed history including age,
numbcr of abortions, c¢ducational status,
sociocconomic background, occupation,
history of pclvic intflammotory discascs
and chlinical examination was undertaken
by an obstctrician

Endoccervical swabs supplicd with the
kit were used for collection and transport.
Chlamydia antigen 1n the endocervix was
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dctected by Elisa technique using kits
(supplicd by Pharmacia Diagnostics,
Swcden). Along with this, other investi-
gations like antibodics against TORCH
complex and antibodics against Trcponema
pallidum were also included.

Sixty patients in the study group were
followed up for two ycars and when they
conceived they were followed up until
delivery.

RESULTS

C.trachomatisantigencould be detected
in 13 (21.66%) and 5 (16.66%) womcn
in the study and control group. Of the
sixty women in the study group, 20% had
antibodics against cytomegalovirus, 8%
againsttoxoplasma, 4% cachagainst Rubclla
and Hcrpes. Normal dcelivery occurred in
8 of the 13 women with cervical chlamydia
infcction. Out of 60 women in the study
group the maximum number of paticnts
(23) were in the age group 25-29, and
in them Chlamydial antigen was detected

Table 1

PRESENCE OF CEF

[CAL CHLAMYDIA TRACHOMATIS

NTIGEN IN STUDY AND CONTROL GROUP

Age group Study group (60)

Control group (30)

in ycan Number  Ch.positive % Number  Ch. positive %
of of
cascs cascs
19 - - 1 - -
20 - 24 18 2 3.33 5 1 3.33
25 - 29 23 8 13.33 13 3 10.00
30 17 3 5.00 11 1 3.33










